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To the moſt worthy yours 
Gentlemen (my noble V ifitants) 


of the Hononrable Soctery 
of Grayes-Iape. 


BD 0rthy Friends, (and nobleſt Society of 
'* Gentlemen)doe nut thinks that mith Vig- 
& Malton, 1 am inamonred with my owne 
$7) Piece , inthat ance more I waſh over the 
AQ Pilturethat ww drawne but the Terme 
"=> 20ing before : for neither. the colours laid 
> 0x then, nor theſe now , are worthy tobe 
preferred to eyes ſo indicious, 45 yours are 5 I come now not 
tore-ſing but tore-cant the errours both of my Pen and Indz- 
ment,ſarafhlyte thruſt my ſelfe into a Primers preſſe though. 
azainff my will : Ad preium cuatiad prelium. I wndertooke 
4 warre when I advemured to ſpeake in print, (not in print as 
Paritanes Ruffes are ſet) but ro have the Criticall fingers of 
every mewing cenſure to fill;p mee as Ilye ona Stationers 
fall : for tenne thouſand Bullets have been ſpitefully ſhot at 
we for that one poore paper *ullet which ! ſhot up and downe 
Fleat:ſireet. Carps have beene zood cheap this Lent, for 1 
have had more than I deſired for nothing, ſome being ſint 
fromthe table of Fey lors,who having nogreat appetite(thengh 
inſatiable Mawes of themſelves )to other meats.did their beſt 
to whet their flomackes upon mee, but they ſhall ſooner finde 
tobe ashtak-P ear in going downe.than 4 Gudzeon, eaſily to 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


© be devoured eſpeciallby their ſaare throatts; Such teeth may 


bite me. but ſhall not draw bleod of mee: 1 make an Apo'ogy 
Fo none,but to you,(moſft worthy to be by me'reſpetfed what o- 
thers thinke I care not , ſo you taxe net my weakneſſe ; ſigne 
you my pardon, and 1 weigh not whoelſe condemnes me. 1 
have now put my name t0 my beoke, (without tergever ſa- 
$108 6r turne-coating the letters );.0t that 1 feared to dare ſo 
much before , but my love aiming ently to hit your favours. 
I know my meaning could not lye hiddento you for your ſakes 
eſpecially(noble friends who fats beene loving Yiſetants to 
me inthis inchanted Caſtle, where Iye bound with Sorce- 
rers Charmes before did, and I doe now with whole Miriads 
of thanks, ſend theſe Papers full of my love in retribution 
of your ſingular expreſiion beftowed npon.mee. And ſo -not 
doubting of a continuation of your good thoughts towards me, 
1 commend my ſelfe, not onely to you, whoſe perſonall em- 
bracements have added heate to my affection, but to all the 
reſt of my fellow Students incorporated inte your moſe 
worthy Society. 7. 


Yours, 'in the higheſt 


degree of Friendſhip ro 
bee commanded, 


G. MN. 


To 


CR oe. = 
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BRESISOSS SS 2ees- 
To his moſt loving and ever R eſpedive 


Kind Vncle, Mr. Mathew Mainwaring of 
Namptwich in Cheſhire. | 


Don Ince my comming into thisPriſon, what with the ſtrange- 


neſle of the place, and firiftnefle of my Liberty , I am fo 
tranſported , that I could not tollow that Study wherein I 
tooke greatdelight and chicfe wleafure : and to ſpend my timeidley, 
would but adde more di{contentments to my troubled breſt, and be- 
ing in this Chaos ot diſcontenements, fantaſies mult ariſe, which will 
bring forth the fruits, of an idle braine, for e walsy minimum, Itis 
farre better to give ſome accompt of time, though es /itrle purpoſe, 
thinnoneatall, To which end 1 gathered a handkull of Efſayes, and 
2s few CharaRers of ſuch things as by my ewne experience [ could 
fay, Probatum eft : not that thereby I ſhould eitherpleaſe the Rea- 
der , or ({hew exquiliceneſſe ofinvention , or curious ſtyle ; ſeems 
what I write of, is but the Cinlde of forrew, - bred by difcontent- 
ments, and nouriſht up with misfortune: , to whoſe helpe melan- 
cholly Satxrne gave his Judgement, the Night- bird her invention, 
and the aminous Raves brought a quilttaken from his owne winz, 
dipt in the Inke of milery,as chiefe aidersin this Architet of forrow, 
This Childe is borne, and broughto the Font, all chings ready, 
oenely there wants a Patron, Hoe diffici/immum eſt : For who will de- 
fend {orrew and miſery 2 W ho will give him eutertainment > Who 
will countenance this VV orke, the Author being miſerable ? Who 
will reſpe& the matter, the Man being an abject 2. W ho will che- 
riſh the Circumſtance, when the ſubltance isalmoſt periſhed ? S1re- 
ly Non in his diebma, for Friendſhip 1s banifhed, Love extinguiſhed, 
naturall affeftien gone to travell ; Gold 1s de..rer than a Friend, Trea- 
ſure 1snearerthan a Kinſman , and Mammon better beloved thin 
Sonne. Yet in this famine of true friends I will venter upon you, 
(moſt loving Uncle ) as a God-tather to this my firſt borne , though 
in miſery, I can have but adenyall , which if you doe, it muſt dye 
in eblmon. But why ſhould] feare, ſince you have alwayes beene 
IP | my 
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ae The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

%. my Anchor when I bavedecne Ship-wrackg ,:and many times avec 
my poore Barke when"it 'was hn. lows, oh Why ” to non 
coubrof your friendly Patronage, which hath never failed me ? Be 
bold then, and goethy way thouſhale be cutertained, though nor 
for any worth which is1n thee , yet in reſpetthou doit but ſhow a 
willing kearc, and doſt indeayour to expell ingraritude, a thing moſt 
0:7100s not onely to man, but God riot to Chriſtians,but Heathens ; 
notto Heathens, bur Beaſts. 

W hat then fhould.I give to you forall your kindneſſes which 
you have continually beſtowed upon me, which arefo many,thatif 
I ſhould endeavourto recite, Ante diem clauſo componet vetþer O- 
[yzpo : butto ſhew my willisgnefſe®b my power, though | am nor 
able to requite , ( for »{tr poſſe non eft eſſe ) doc offer upunto the 
Oraele of your love the ſacntice of a loving heart, heping that whar 
iSamiſſe , you will imputeitto the ſlendernefſe of my-Judgemenc, 
and the dulneſſe of my braine , which this place hath made worſe, 
(and not to the leaſt defeRt of good will) and that you would lee 
none bur your ſelfe (ce-my imperfections, which are {ufficiently di- 
vulged by mine owne aQtiens , and would be unwilling to kave a 
{econd Edition of them by my writing. This was the ctyefcit cauſe 
I tooke this in hand ; another was, becauſe that happily ſome friend 
of mine ( pot mea ſunera) by accident may find this paper,and read 
them, andby my example lay , Felix ſum, quem pericula hnj 
Anutherts facinnt me cauinm , for Dui ante non cavet, poſt dolebir, 
and that they may te affraid roenter into Debr any farther than ne- 
ceflity urgeth ;andif they be forced to borrow , to pay as loone as 
they can : (for Uſury and Extortion' bite Ceepe , and credit once 
crackt is not calily recovered, nor all Creditors of one minde  ' for 
ſome will i pitty forbeare , and orhers will ſhew the greateſt leve- 
city. So bopig:you will accept non donumyſed animum,1 relt, 


«\ 


Your ever loving Nephew, 


Gerrrray MyNsHu, 
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To the Courreous 

Reader. 


Res 1 Onricons Reader,onely to baniſh melanche- 
y ly,and to wade through tedions time , tedi- 
C) ous in reſpet of this place, 1 gathered a 
© 9 «few Eſſajes and Charatters, with ax in- 
| 9, ent not 10 have thens [eene of any , but to 
7 r= > bum to whom they were ſent, being one that 
1 noight truely. ground 4 cerrainty of, why 
would excuſe my imperfeitions , and indge eharitably of my 
ſtendernes of indgmest : this Coppy by accident came to ſome 
of my friends hands,who having\pers/cd it, wiſhed mee to put 
it in print, which ] altogether refuſed, becanſe I would not 
preſume of my awne indgement , or dare to venture put my 
[elfe to the cenſure of ſo many underſtanding Readers , ivto 
whoſe hands it is ſubiclt to fall, Theſe perſwaſions prevailed 
not , intreaties were laid afide, aud 1 muſt either divulge 
them, or elſe loſe their love: This was the firſt motive that 
with an unwilling willingueſſe,canſed mee 19 put my booke to 
cenſure : «Another was in reſpet® ſome obdurate (Treditors 
may reade it, and by reading mollifie their ſtrong hearts:T he 
laft reaſon, becauſe it may be 4s 4 caveat to youg gallants, to 
terrifie them how they runne in debt wherein they may know * 
that impriſonment is of all miſeries moſt lamentable, 

So hoping that the indcions will with favourable cenſure 
mitigate my many imperfettions, and the other inage favox- 
rably of my intention;-which if it take well,is better than 1 can 
rxpett if otherwiſe they doe not ininry mee in giving de ſert 


his reward, 
B The 
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ESSAYE 
OF A PRISON. 


9 O what end or ſe ſhould I 
intreat thehel of the Mules, 
for the aide of mmvention ; or 
Cicero, to adorne my phraſe 
> wich cloquence ; or Horaces 
deepe judgement ro write ju- 
> NE dicioully , or implore aide of 
Martiall , to ſpeake myſtically; or Yirgilsheroick 
ſtile, topleaſe the hearers, ſince what [ write is no- 
thing but of ſorrow ; the ſubje& but diſconcent- 
ment, and the whole matter but an Index of many 
miſeries:and therefore my phraſe ſhall be altogether 
unpoliſhed , being the ſervant of my more dull ap= 
prehenſion. | 
V ade. ſed incultus,qualens decet exuliteſſe, 
Infzlix habitum temporis huius habe. 

My purpoſe is, with dim water-colours to line me 
out a heart, yea, ſuch a heart, ſo diſcontentedand op- 
preſſed, that I need not becurious in fitting every 
colour to his place,or rochuſe the pleaſanteſt cham- 
ber to draw it in, becauſe init Lam to lay down the 
| B 2 bounds 
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2. HEfsayes and Charafters of a Priſon, 
bounds of thoſe tempeſtaous: ſeas, in which tenne 
rhouſands are every day toſſed, ifnot overwhelmed, 
which 1s ſo ufuallhcreamong(tns, , that eyery one 
13 Arts maſter in this workmanſhip , and every m1- 
nure ſomething or otheris ſtill added to this diſtreſ- 
ſed Picture, whoſe ponderous waight is ſo great, 
that the frame is ſcarce able tabeare the Effges. 

My travels hither to this infernall Iland hath been 
but aſhorrt yo1age, and my abodehere as yer but few 
Moneths, but it ſeemes longer to me than an Eaſt- 
Indjan voyage,and Iam ſure farre more dangerous: 
for if. from the Indies of ſixty men. twenty come 
home ſafe it is well ;butin this, ifeighty ofanhun- 
dred benot caſt over-boord it js a wonder. 


beſeene to fayle by, no haven ofhappineſſe neare,no 
anchor of hope tocaſt out ,. Top-faile, Fore-faile, 
Sprit-ſaile, Mizen, Maine,Sheat, Bollings and Drab- 
lerz areall torne by the windes,and the Barke it ſelfe 
ſo weather beaten, that there js few can come neare 
ro.tonch ar the Cape of Bona Speranze. 

Being oncearived.at,all are not onely ſtaid , but 
the inchantments are fo ({trong,that it transformeth 
all that come thither. Firſt, thegreateſt courages 
are herewracked, the faireſtreyetmes do here come 
aground;.1t maketh a wiſe man to: loſe his wits, a 
foole ro know himſelfe, it.turnes a rich man into a 
begger,and leaves apoore man defperate,he whom 
neither Snowes nor Alpes can vanquiſh, -bur harh a 
heart asconſtant as Hamibal, him can the miſcrjes of 
Priſon OvVercoRie, . 


Being once arived, noſtarre. of comfort here can - 


The. 
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The Charatter of « Priſon. 


| A Prifon 184 graveto bury men alive,and a place 


wherein a man for halfe a yeares experience may 
learne more Law,than hecanat Weſtminſter for an 
tundred pound. | 
Itis aMicrveoſmas,alittle worldof woe,it isamap 
of miſery, it isa place that will learnea young man 
more villany,ifhe be apt totake it,inone halfe year, 
thanhe canlearn at twenty dicing houſes, bowling= 
allies, brothel-houfes, or Ordinaries;andan old man 
more policy,thanifhe had bin Pupill to Machiavel, 

Iris a-place that hath-more diſcaſes predominant 

in 18, thanrhe Peſt-hou& in the Plague time , andir 
ftinkes more than the Lord Majors. dogge-houſe, 
or Paris garden in Augult, 
) Iris alittle common. wealth,alchough little wealth 
becommonthere ; it isa defartwhere deſert lyes 
hood-winckt ; its a fantous Ciry whereinare all 
Trades, for here yes the Alchyngiſt thatcan rather 
make ex 4ur0:10n 48rum,than tx 202 are daurums, 

Ir1s as mtricate a place as Roſamonds Labyrinth, 
andis ſofullofblinde Meanders,and crooked tur- 
nings,that it is umpoſlible to find the wayour,except 
he be directed by afilver Clue, and can never over- 
come the Mixoteare,without a goldenballto worke 
his owne ſafery. - . 

It tsas Innes of Courr ,for herein Lawyers inha- 
bir, thar have crochers to free other men, yer al their 
quirks & quiddities.cannot infranchize themſelves. . 

x 'S p It: 


4 


4 FEſiayes and Charatters of a Priſon, 


It is the Doftors-Commons, where «kilfull Phyſi- 
tians frequent, who hke »£ſzalepins can cure other 
mens diſeaſes,yer cannot quintefience out of al their 
V _ and Minerals, a Balſanium or Elyxir to- 
muke#ſ{overargne plaiſter to heale the ſurfeir the 
Mace harhgiven them. 

Tr is the Chyrurgions Hall, where many rare Ar- 
tiſts live, that cat ſich other mens wounds, yer can- 
not heateche wonnd rhe Serjeant harh given them, 

Iris your Bankrupts banquerting houſe, where hee 
ſits feaſting with the ſweet meares borrowed from 
other mens tables, having a voluntary diſpoſition 
never tOrepay them againe. 

It is your Prodigals Y ltimum refugiam, wherein 
he may ſee himſelfe, as ina glaſſe, what his excefle 
tath brought him tozand leſthe ſhould ſurfer,comes 
hither rophyſick himſelfe with moderate dyet, and 
leſt that his bed of Doune ſhonld breede roo many 
diſeaſes, comes hither to change his bed, where ke is 
ſcarce able rolye downe. + 

It isa Purgatory which doth afflicta man with 
more miſeries'than ever he reaped plealtres. 

Ir is a pilgrimage toextenuateinnes, and abſolve 
offences : for here be Seminaries and Maſſie Prieſts, 
which doe take downe the pride of their fleſh more, 
thana voyage tothe Holy Land, or ahaire-ſbirtin 
Lent. on. 

It. is an exile which doth banifh a man from all 
contentments , wherein his a&ionsdoe ſo terrific 
him,that it makes a mangrow deſperate. 

Toconclude, what isitnot? Ina word,it 15 the 

very 
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very Idea of all miſery arid torments, it converts joy 
into forrow,riches into poverty, and eaſe into dif- 
comentments. 


of Priſoners. 


Could wiſk that every one that comes to priſon, 

ſhould nor be diſmayed , but carry 1t out bravely, 
and with reſolution,and to conlider thatnomiſery 
in this world is endlefſe. After ſtormes calmes wil a- 
riſe, and though ſorrow be over night, yer joy will 
come in the morning;and to ſay as Ceſar did rothe 
Pilot that carried him when he was atraid ,- quoth 
he, 7 how carrieft Ceſar : $0 every generous minde 
oughttobe arm'd with reſolution to meet aſ ſtorms 
of 2dverſgty,and roconſider that man was borne to 
miſery,and therefore naturall mro him. | 

But thou wilt peradventure fay,the name of x pri- 
ſoner is loarhſame to thee. Is it becauſe thou arr co0- 
ped under locke and key? Is it becauſe thou feeleſt 


wantgIs it becauſe thou art barred of freedome? Is - 


it becan(e thy friends looke ſtrangely on thee or for- 
fake thee?Is irhecauſe thou art diſgraced 8& holden 
in ſcorne?Ts it becauſe thou Iodgeſt hardly, and per- 
adyenture with an ill btdfellow?Yertlet nor all theſe 
diſmay thee, for hadſ{t thon the whole Coimtrey to 
walke in, yet thy foule is ſtill impriſoned in thy cor- 
rupted body. Letnot want diſcourage thee, for thy 
Redeemer ſuffered hunger and cold ro fulfill rhy 
wanrs.Letnot want of freedom trouble thee, thy Sa- 
viour was fettered & mangled roenfranchitfe thee. 
| Ler 


Omis homo 
miſt, 


of. 
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4 Ler not the coy lookes of thy friends diſmay thee, 
thy Lord was {corned of all men tobring jthee inrco 
favour. Lernordiſgraces moleſt thee, the King of 
Kings was moſt diſgraced to honour thee. Letnot 
thy lodging,or forced chamber-fellows afflit thee, 
the Pilor of thy ſafety was lodged ina Manger,and 
made a companion for theeves. Burt looke into thy 
owne bofome,andlearne but a ſhortrule., yervery 

Noſcetepfum. drfficult:viz.(anſce teipſurm)and thou ſhalt find that 

itis not impriſonment that aftlifts thee, burt.the evil 
which is in thy ſelfe, makes thee ſodiſtaſtfull, for 
hadſt theuall things at will , yer ſtill would(t chou 
wilhfor more. The greateſt Monarch lives not with- 
out ſome diſcontentment ; and conifort thy ſelfe 
that one day thou ſhaltbe infranchi{ed, .andgoe ro 
thatplace aud Manſion houſe which is prepared for 
thee, where all ſccres ſhall be-paid;al compbanibed 
andall teares wiped away. 

Varlets and Catchpoles arreſt rhee, fretnot at it, 
iflaw have power to whet an axe,ſhe mult pick out 

- ahangman to ſtrike the mace, this doth but only put 

thee in remembrance of that arreſt which ſhall ſum- 
mon thee to appear at the imperial court of heaven. 

Thy actions are many and great which are againſt 
thee, yea ſome of you come ao a tormenting execu- 

Redde ratia. CiOnz2rievenct atthis, it. doth burteach thee that 

Few, thy accomprs muſt be broughtagainſt thee, rodraw 

thee roareckoning, to make thee know that thou 

oweſt a reckoning toheavenas well as toman, and 

Juſtice will execute his power ,. not to drive thee to 

deſpaire,byt toamendment. 


Nemo viyit 
covtentus. 


Furtt er 
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Eſſayes and ( harat#ers of Priſoners, "7 
Further, Iperſwade my felfe rhere are many Pri- 
ſoners whoſe rc ſolutions are ſo noble, that before 
they would yeeld to the rhrears of an inſulting cre- 
diror,they would cheerefully thruſt the ir necks into 
the yoke of adverlity, ifnomore veines herein were 
cut bur their owne zbut here is none ſo poore, which 
dyes in Priſon , bur the laſt /gaſpe doth cracke the 


7 


heart-ſtrings ofa wife, children;” facher, mother, Parttes & Li- 
friends,or allies, therfore art thou bound to take pit- #7#/«"t chert. 


ty of thy ſelfe, and ro hang ont the flag of truce to 
thy bloody minded creditor, and ſecke for ranſowe 
ro pay all, ſo that thou mailſt eſcape with life, though 
itbe upon ſome ignoble rermes , and much loſſe ro 


thee,if none of theſe reſpects, yet for thy Countries yg zobs, /e4 


fake , towhom thou art a Traitor ifthou give thy Ferrie. 


ſelfe rothinecnemies hand, when upon parley. thy 
peace may be made;comeforth of rifan;and die nor 
there,that thou maiſt honour thy King, and do ſer- 
vice tothy Countrey , . and pay thy debrs ſo farre as 
thou art able,becauſe the greateſt debt that eyerthau 
didſtowe was paid for thee. 


Priſoners of another nature. 


ome there be, which have gotten other mens Bankropes, 


goods, and ſo lycheretodefrand them, rheſe of 

all mendeſerve nopitty or compaſſion, which tye 

their owne hands,and make themſelves gally-ſlaves, 

onely to weare golden fetters:how canſt thou ſay thy 

prayers, andexpetablefling ſhould be powred on 

rhee,, that ſo willingly erreſt from the type ofa juſt 
C 


man, 
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Fec alijs feri man, whichis, (Sum quique attribaere.) Twill not 
_= vel ifſ® fpeake much of thee, becaule it muſt be all gall : One- 
' ly this inhopeto amend thee, the gallowes on which 
rhe poore Theefzhangerh'is-moſlt fit-for thee: che 
robbeth one man, thouwhole families:he is a Felon 
to-man onely, thou arta Felon to God and man : if 
he killhe doth it ſaddainly, and but one; when thou 
withalimgring death deftroyeſtfather,mother,chil- 
dren, and-peradventure many Orphans left to their 
Divitie fecize Charge. Butlooketo ir, . that alchough thou com- 
bomincs poten+ pound for two. ſhillings or three ſhillings m the 
rrorer nou = pound, the overpluzwhichthouſd ill haſt got,will 
ing<yfoulcinro ſuch debt, that che reniainder wil 
Bona ws $-7- norpaythenrereſt to ſaverhe torfeiture of thy ſoule 
bunce, totheDivell, which will damne thee and thy angels 
with himand his angels;and thy ifſue,orallies'which 
thallenjoythem ſhall never profper-with them. 


The Charaer of a Priſoner. 

A Prifoncris an impatiervPitient, 'limgring tirider 
'*the rough hands of a cruell Phiſte13nzhis creditor 
having caſthis water, bnoweyhis diſeaſe, and hath 
power tocure him, [at takes more pleafure to kill 
hun. He is like Taxra/ww. whohath freed me rnn< 
ning by his doore, yet cannot enjoy the leaſt benefit 
thereof, his greateſt gricte1s, thathis credir was fo 

, gocd,andnow no berter : his Jand is drawne within 
the compaſie of a ſheepes skinne, and his owne hand 
the fortification thatbarreshim of enterance : hee 1s 
f5rtunestoffing bal;an obje that wou'd make mijrth | 

| melancholy: : ' 


. 
: 
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melancholy : to his friends an abje&, and a ſubje& 
ofnine dayes wonder in every Barbers ſhop, and 
a mouthfull of pitry ( that he hadno better fortune) 
ro Midwives,and-talkative Goflips ; and all the con- 
rent that this tranſitory life can give him, ſeemes bur 
' toflouthim, inreſpect the reſtraint cfliberty barres 
the true uſe. To his familiars he is like a plague, 
whom they dare ſcarce come nigh for feare of in- 
fetion , heisamonument ruined by thoſe which 
raiſed him, he ſpends the day with a hei mihi, we 
miſerum, andthenight with Nallis eft medicabilis 


herbis. | 
Of Creditors. 


A Creditor hath two paire ofhands; one of fleſh 

and blood, and that Naturepavehim ; another 

of Iron, and that the Lawgives him : but the one is 

more predominant than the other, for mercy guides 

the one, and mammon the other. Bur if he once 

conſiders whathee goeth abour rodoe, and that it 

is the Image of God whom he labonreth to deface Deve fecir be- 
and oppreſſe with miſeries and calamities 2 then 7en/ecur- 
the ſoftneſſe of the one doth ſo operare that it ſam, © 
meets wirh the hardneſſe of the other , which never 

comes topaſſe, bur when grace and mercy kifſe Law 

and Juſtice; bur ſuch dayes are ſeldome ſer downe 

inour Calenders, but I perſwademy ſelfe that for 

aſtrange Meridian is that Almanackecalculated, in 

which they are found. 


Iby mine owne experience(though little, yertoo ' 
C 2 | munch 


ST 


Tronia. 


| Homo homini 
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much to learne it here ) have knowne of my owne 
knowledge. a hundred Creditors which havelaid 
their debcors in [rons, as relentleſſe as themſelves, 
and c Frhoſe hnadred , jf1 ſhonld'adde a hundred 
more, Ithinke I ſhou!d nominate but one-onely, 
and onely cne of a mercitull breaſt, who did not.one- 
ly grieve to fee his debtor oppreſt with miſery., but 
alfo laid money our of his purſe to free him,, he ſhor 
a ſecond arrowto finde the farſt,and ſuppoſe he ſhor 
both away, doe you thinke his quiver was the cmp- 
tier? no, he ſcattered a handfull ofcorne, and rea- 
peda buhell,he received treble intereſt, he gained 


by this new ſecurity,and ſuch as would not file him 


attheday ; God became hisdebtor , and paid him 
more than his. accompt came to. 


Thou that arta Creditor wilt notbeleeve this :: 


doencr. . But inſtead of this:mans weeping, make 
thy.ccbtormelt intoteares, and. in-{tead of his la- 
mentation , - reJoyce he is in thy. hands to uſe him 
cruelly, and flatter thy ſelfe in ſaying ,. thou haſt no 
reaſon to loſe ſo much by him, but will hayehis 
body; or in perſwading thy ſelfe,thathbis friends wi 


notlethimlye for ſuch a debr,and that thou wiltnor: 


forgive him, but #e/eps volens. wilt be fatisfied, or 
elk he ſhall itarve and rot:O thou wicked man, thou 
neverdoſt confider what teares thy Saviour ſhed ro 
freerhhe, and when thou waſt given up to the-priſon 
of hell, by the hands of thy cruell Creditor-rthe Di- 
vel] ro be crudlly tornicnted , yet Chriſt paid all thy 
ſcores with his moſtprecious blood; and how cant 


. thy lye downe on thy pillow, to pray to God to 
forgive. 
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forgive thee a million of debts , nay,they rutme into 
infixitzm,, which will not forgive thy brother one 
debr. And when all thy friends would not redeem 
thee, thy Saviour freed theeghow canſt thoudo theſe 
things with a ſafe conſcience? Doſt thou norſleepe 
on the pillow cfthy owne damnation, thy prayers 
rurne into curfings , and thou doft but mocke him 
that thou prayeſt to, 


Confider what a great ſcore thou art to pay, 


what an accompt thouart to make,. and how-thou 
ſhalt noteſcape;if thou uſe ſuch cruelty, till thou haſt 
paid-the uttermaſt farthing : thou that arta craell 
martherer, whom the revenge and wrongs of a wife, 
children,parents,and orphans,will like the hlocd of 
Abel call to heaven -for vengeance on thee and thy 
poſterity : doebur conlider of this, and then thou 
wtlt be atraid to torment thy brother. But imitate 
the Romanes, who rather builded a Temple forthe 
relieve of thoſe which were falne into decay and -po- 
verty,than finde a;priſon ro ſtarve them in z and fol- 
low Titus Yeſpaſian, who having omitted but one 
day-codoe jultice, cauſed tharday tobe put forth of 
the Calender, So that day when thou halt have bur 
a thought of tormenting thy poorebrother.doe but 
looke into.thby owne Conſcience,” and it will make 


thee repent that: ever; thou haſt lived ſuch a day 


wherein thou haſt playd the T yrant inthy heart.The 
rocks have yeelded reliefero men oppreit, bur thou 
more harder than they, art the:cauſe ofrheir miſery. 
Be thou asgreata Tyrant overthy poore Debtor as 


Neros-was toRome,as cruell as Phaleris,as intumane. 
C3 as- 


197 
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as Lyc4on,and-in.the end thou doſt- with theſe get a 
Ataffe ro break thy owne head, and lay a ſhare which 
thouthy ſelfe ſhalt fall into, *for though thy owne 
perſon eſcape, yer-thy poſteriey ſhall be ſure to feele 
the puniſhment. . "_- 
Thoythat yaunteſt, ahd wilt make dice of thy deb- 
tors bones ; be theſe the words ofa man 2 No,ofa 
« monſter; no,but a Dive!l; nay worſe than a Divell, 
athing not worthy name: for theſe words thou arr 
. as infamous;as the Jewes hatefull, for caſting of dice 
-for onrLords garment;that garment was bur a ſence- 
leſſe thing, but thou caſts dice for a peece of thy Re- 
deemers body, , + - 

Theu rakeſt with one clap ofa Varlers hand, from 
the Courtier his honor, from the Lawyer his tongue, 
':From che Merchant the Seas, from the Citizen his 
credit, from the Scholler hispreferment, from the 
Husbandman theearthic felfe,and from all men: ( as 
much as thou maiſt-) the brightnefſeand warmth of 
the Sunne in heaven. ina word, ifnothing will make 
thy ſtony heartrelent, thou -in«being cruell rorthy 
debtor, art worfethan the hang-man ; hee before he 
ſtrikes begs pardon, thou takeſta pride ro condemne 
where thou maiſt ſave. N | 
, Butitmay be thy eſtate. is ſicke;thy credit much in- 
$aged, nd to fave thy felfe thou arr forced to doe 
this. vt | | 

; -Inſodomg thondoſtwell : if another weare thy 
coat ; andirkougoeſt cold, thou maiſtpluck it from 
Ais ſhoulders, If thonart ym cup another keeps 

thy meate, thou maiſt take iroft his Table: if wI 
able 


| 


, 


| 
| 
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able rocure thy wound, which for his ſake thou haſt 
made, thou haſt reaſon to ſeeke thy remedy;but ifhe 
which hath borrowed thy coate hath worne it our, 
and hath not a ragge tocovyerhim with , wiltthou 
trample upon his naked body? If with the Jew of 
Malta, in ſtead of coyne, thourequireſta pound of 
fleſhnext to thy debrors heart, wilt thou cuthim in 
eccs? If thy debtor offer thee his bed helyes in, 
is chamber hee ſleepesin, his diſh he drinkes in, 
nay,all tharhe hath, ſothathe leaves himlſelfe, wife, 
and children,asnaked as they came into the World, 
wilt thou for all this ſuffer him to lye in priſon e- If 
thoube mercifull ro thy debter thatcannorpay thee, 
alas, whartisit? No more than ifthouſivuld(t lift 
upthehead ofa ſicke man upon his pillow tocaſe 
him, hemayrecoverand doe as much tar thee. in 
priſon poverty is made beggery,andſothereby thou 
doſt not onely undoe thy debter, bur.loſe all :trhere- 
fore be mexcifull and pictifyll,and thouſhaltnorioſe 
thy reward... wer» Tab 171 


bl 


- Lycurgerbeing aske why he made no Law for par-Parricdes 


ricides,he anſwered, becauſe he thought there were 
none ſounnaturall : ſo if I ſhould have ſtudied al the 
dayes of my life. andtharmyyearcesſhould be dou- 


bled, I ſhould never have imagined either to have in. - 


vented,orro have beeneancye-witnefle of fych un- 
naturalneffeas is here exemplary , as the Sore who 
being boundfor hisfather, rotree himſeHe, hath laid 
his Father upincloſe Priſon, and here hath derayned 


him ſeavenyeares, never yeelding to any compoſi-- 


tion, but his poore Father lives at his. mercileſſe 
mercy : 
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mercy : and againe, the father ſuffers his ſonne to be 
impriſoned for his owne debr at his owne ſuir;ſurely 
a thing ſoabhord,that I tremble to write it,and none 
can reade it without bluſhing. 

What will this world come to, when the mammon 
of this world ſhall ſer father againſt ſonne, ſonne a- 
gainſtfather, and make them more mercilefſe than 
Tygers,and more unnaturall than beafts?,for a beaſt 
forlakes nothis own, but man reſpecterh gold before 
his friend, and the father coyne before the ſonne of 
his body.fleſh ofhis fleſh. And the ſonne,the God of 
this world, before his father whichgavehim life and 
being, whom he ought rocheriſh, and undergeec all 
troubles tocaſe him. Butlooke toit, both fathers 
and children, leaſtin amoment the juſt jadgement 
of God fall upon you,and damne youand your gold 
together, loving 1t better than thoſe whom you 
ought ro cherifh, and the one to be but a thing of 

_ the baſeſteſteeme, in reſpect ofthe other. 1 could 
er. Exemplifie it with hiſtories,as well forraineas dome- 
derepores;  'ſticke,butthatitisnot my purpoſe, for Bu pencis plus 
| rima concipit engeniunm. 


The CharaFer of a Creditor. 


A Creditor 15a man whoſe eſtate is wrapped up in 

Sheep-skinnes, his rifing growes by his debtors 

fall, his credit relies upon his debtors performance, 

and rhe death of a! youny gallants father,- 15 more 

pleaſing tohim, than faſting dayes toan LIſurer, or 

dearh roa Broker ; hegrowes rich onely by paring 
| art 
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forth commodities, which 1inmediatly convorts to 
diſcommodities ; he will norput money for tenne 
in the hundred, for U{ury is hatefull to him,but he 
loyes Extortion, and makes that his ſmmum bonuw, 
for he will Merchandiſe with you, whereby hee will 
gainefixry in a hundred ; he is your Cities honelt 
man, which is,to ſpeak the truth, more than a knave, 
for a knave that 1s crafty needs no Broker, but he 
camorlive without one. He1s a man compoſed of 
all love, and proteſting kindneſle to pleaſure the oc- 
caſions Cfhis gallant Debtor, with his much aftrma- 
tion of his reſpe:t, how willing hee is to-doe his 
worſhipa pleaſure, whereby the chiefe aime of his 
pleaſurezis to have a footing upon ſome capirall me(- 
luage, or elſe tobe hngring ſome petty Lordſhip, 
or comely Mannor,- who having no ſooner glutted 
himſelfe with the rich banquet ofhis Debtors deere 
coſt, but immediately ro Phyſick himſelteghee is at 
the charge ofa faire hackney Coach, with three molt 
abſolute jades rodrawhim, ( whitherhee moſt wil- 
lingly drawne) with his curious wife, and two or 
three of his owne conditioned neighbours, to ſee g;,p; fmil 
this goodly purchaſe, who prepare themſelves fome geuder. 
fortnight before hand, andprune themſelves up in 
their Peacocks feathers , like the puppits ina Lord 
Majors pageant, and for this great aCthe isadmi- 
red at amongſt hisneighbours, as the Owle in the 
day time amongſt other birds,and eſteemed of with 
as much reſpe&t as the Captaine Pi2msi was , which 
was commander in that bloody warres againſt the 
terrible blacke Crowes. 

D A 
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A Creditor may further be ſaid to be either, Hows, 
monſtrum,or Demon. A man, when he caſts his debtor 
into priſon with a determination to ſeeke his owne, 
notro rainehim.,and if hebenorable to p:y all, to 
cake wharhecan ſpare,and give him day for the reſt, 
and ſo releaſe him : this man is (Homes homini Dews) 
thatas he doth puniſh, ſohe doth preſerve. 

A monſter, whenhe hath not onely extended his 
ſubſtance, bar caſts him in priſon, and is as deafe as 
anadder ro heareofreleaſe, till te havepaid him the 
uttermoſt farthing. | 

A divel,when he hath rumed him,dothrejoyce to 
ſeehim fal,and in: ſtead of coyne will have his cakaſſe: 
Bur to linde a Creditor both Home & Angelus, that 
will rcleate his prifoner when heets not able to pay 
him,.nd th4r will conſider,that s/tra poſſe nor off eſſe. 
Such a One 1:,y74r4 4VISIBFErrES. CT E. 


Of choyce of company in Priſon. 


V /Ouldſt thonlearne rodiſpute well2he an ex- 
cellent Sophiſter, Wouldſt thou difpute of 


 forraigne aftaires, and Fe anexcellent Linguiſt? I 


Gia periculc/, 


counfell thee to travel! Wer nldſt thru be of a pleaſing 
and affettionat bchavicnr ? frequent the Courr. 
Weulditthoudiye into the ſecret villanies of man ? 
lye in priſon. ; 

Take heed when thonentreft into this wildernefie 
of wilde beaſts, what path ther rakeſt, ſome guide 1s 
neceliary, orelſe unawares thou wilt with the Ro- 
manc Empereurs Steward tail intoa _—_— cruel] 

eVou- 
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_— beaſts are intrapped , which will ruine 
ee. 

Society 15 theſtring at which the life of man han- 
geth, without which 1s no muſicke,two in this maſke 
is but a union; Jaam had his Ewve,and every ſonne of 
Adam \ath his brether who: he loves. 

No Chariot runs with one wheelie, rwo makes it 
ſteddy,a third is ſuperfluous,foure coo cumberſome : 
thou muit chooſe one,and but cnezwho walks alone 
1s lame. 

Men of all conditions are forcedinto priſon, as all 
Rivers runne into the ſea, therefore it1s good to be 
familiar with all, acquainted with few, and ifwi:h 
any,candem cantilenam cans, but with cne make try- 
all what the veſſell will hold, before thon powre thy 
ſelfe into him,and be wary what thou ſaieſt or doeſt, 
for thou ſhalt have the eyes of envy,not of reproote, 
which will locke upon thee, tomalice thee 1f thou 
doſt well, and if thou deny tofollow them in their 
humours,and ro dance after their owne pipe, thou 
ſhalr be more emulated than the boy was of the two 
Ladies,when he preferred Yens betore in giving her 
the golden ball ; and ifby accident thou doſt any 
thing amifle, as, humanum eft errare, thou ſhalt bee 
more vilified and with inveterate malice more pro» 
ſecured todiſgracethee, than the Parifiens did the 
Hugomites. 

Be wary therefore of thy company , for to bee a 
bowle for every alley, and run intoevery company, 
proves thy minde to haveno bias. 

Thy comming intopriſon,is like a Trayeller com- 

D 2 ming 
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ming into ſtrange Countries, who takes up. ſeyerall 
lodgings,hath many welcomes, but they are not to 
him, bur co his money. 

Ifrhou wilt dwel of thy (elfe, be not giddy , bur 
compoſed ; forhe thatis every where, is nowhere ; 
therefore bee wary whom thou ſelefteſt ; for: here 
be of all ſorts, for thou ſhalt as well finda flattering 
Guatho asa dillembling Sinen; and if thou have ſtore 
of Crownes,then ſhalt thou be ſure tobe -amoured. 
and be beloved with outward reſpects, and then they 
will counſell and advife thee, with proteſcations of 
theirlove ; butlooke to ſuch, whoſe counlell to 
heare and not imbrace will net hurt, but may 
much improve thee ; bur if once taken ir will ope- 
rateas theapple which Yalentize Dutcheſſe of Or- 
leans calt ro the yongPrinces, which once taſted, will 
ſo poylon thee with corruption, that thou art uncu- 
rable. ir | 

Further, herebeec vaine-glorious and t:alkative- 
headed fooles, ſuch will more treuble thee than any 
action of debt which is laid on thee : here be com- 
mon drunkards which-lye heavier on thee than an 
Execution. 

But if thou ſuffer a wan tolyelong in thy boſome, 
albeir his conditions be full of flawee, yet labour to 
peeceand feameyp his vices, rather than:tocaſt him 
off, leſt thatit call thine owne judgement in que- 
ſtion. 

All metihave imperfeftions, andbeing in priſon 
we muſt not loc k rohave them like ſtars;this place is 
no Orbe for ſuch conſtellations. 


Lex 
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Let not thy companion be a miſerable baſe-minded 
fellow , for then niggardlineſſe will hold Fer fin- 
gers on thy purſe-ſtrings : let himnot bea prodigall, 
tor theu he will draw thee to riotzifadulterer, to luft; 
if a fwearer todamned oathes ;if a pot-companion, Pivitie faci- 
to drunkenneſſe : acquaint thy ſelfe rherfore not with —— 
the moſt, bur beſt, not che beſt incloaths or money, Ton mejorce. 
bur in verrue : if there be none ſach 1n Priſon, then - 
kceepe company with thy ſelfe zin thy Chamber keep £7" 5m be- 
company with Plutarch and Sewece, Perkins and ” 
Greenham,' he one will teach thee to live well, the 


orher to dye well, 
The Charafler of Companions in Priſon. 


uot homines tot ſemtentie. 
LL Companies are nor alike, neither 1s there at1 
union in their diſpoſiticns.I will therefore rouch 
but three kinds of perfons which thoulhalr be ſure to 
find in Priſon. 
I A Paraſite, 
2 A lohnindifferent. 
3 A trne hearted Titus. 
* Thefirſt loverh thee berter for thy meanes than 
merit,thy tubſtance than thy ſe!e, who will ripopen 
thy boſome ro.thy enemy, and when thy money be- 
gins to linke will flye from thee, and will be the firſt, 
that wildifgrace thee.He is like a where, who wilno 
longer faune than thou wilt feed him.Heis a trencher 
raſcall, which will more hate thee when thouleave't 
tO relieve him, thanever he did feeme to loye thee; 
j DU The 


} 
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tunus the- 
7 ares 
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The ſecond is one that will flatter thee, and will 
neither abſolutely love thee,nor hate thee, bur when 
preſent will be with thee, when abſent againſt thee ; 
he 15 bic & abique,here and every where, and in very 
truch he 1s no where. 

Thelaſt of theſe thou mailſt cal the maſculine fiveet- 
heart, which may be reſembled to truth, whoſe bo- 
ſome1s alwaies bare, and hath abreaſt of Chryſtall, 
that thou maiſt looke through his body to his heart; 
he1sone that will lgye thee in adverfity, hee will re- 
ſpect thee in the kirchin as well as in the parlour, he 
will reverence thee in the Hole as well as in the Ma- 
ſters{1de, he will jooke on thee inragges as well as 
inrobes,and wit acknowledge thee in fetters as well 
as in a feather-bed:come {tormes,come calmes,come 
tempelſts,come Sun-ſthine, come what can come , he 
will be thine, and ſticke rothee, 


Of Viſitems iu Priſon. 
Nullss ad amiſſas ibit arpicws pes. 
þRom 2 ruinous houſe every man flyes : they that 
arcabroad askeeveryday how thou doſt, when 
in priſon they proteſt they are ſorry for thy misfor- 
tunes, but never come to thee :{ach arelike, idle paſ- 
ſengers preſling about a Barbers ſhop when a man is 
carned 1n wounded , whowill peepein,and climbe 
about the windows, but dare not enter into the ſhop, 
for feare they ſhould fall into a ſwoond to ſee him 
dreſt. A priſoner is as much beholding to ſuch leap- 
froggeacquaintance, asaman ſhaken withan Ague 
| tO 
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to every goſſipping women hee meetes, who will 
teach him an hundred medicines, and notone worthy 
taking. 

But if thy ability be ſuch that thou workeſt thy li- 
berty, then thou ſhalt have as nitaay hands imbracing 
thee as Centimanss had , much wine with little love 
beſtowed upon thee , with oarhs infinite; that they 
were comming forty times to ſee thee, but this or 
that occaſion hindred chem, when indeed they were 
afraid thou thou'dt have had occafion to uſe them: 
and they had purpoſed rohave.come this day , bur 
theyare happy that thy ſo much deſired liberty hath 
preventcd them : to ſuch giveno credit, onely ſalute 
them with a Salve.and a vale, 

Others will come to thee wirh weeping and {igh- 
9 to cheare thee up; {ich are ke Rebin red-} reaſts 
that bring ftrawes1n their charitable bills ro cover 
the dead. 

Others will promiſe to lend theemoney, bur try 
them before thou have occafton to uſe them, which 
tfrheydeny thee when thouart atliberty,be then un- 


to themasa ſhadow. But true friends in a priſon are * 


like ſtrawberries mm a barrenccuntrey, that cnecan 
hardly get a handtull of them ina whole yeare ; nay, 
they arelike your Roſcs here m Chriſtmas, arhou- 
ſind roo one ifin an age one be found : ſo in priſon 
it is agreat ods,if of a thouſand kinſinen, allies, and 
acqu1inrance I .ſmde bur one true friend. 

Doneceris felix mnltos numerabis amices, 

Temp#ra fi fuerint wubila.ſolus eris. 
Bur m this great dearth ©f friends wherein we 


ve, 
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live, under what fortunate Planet may I judge my 
EX tobe borne, and that the conſtellations of the 
arres have much favoured me, that amongſt all my 
fieſh and blood. I have found one true Damon, Or 


taithfull P5lades, and amongſt all my acquaintance 
have tound:ſome faithfull,and morecanſtant in their 


Toveand reſpect te me.in this place, than when I was 


at liberty they did make ſhew of: Such Maſts,that ſo 
ſave me mn ſuch wracks, I muaſteyer love ; with ſich 
Dolphins inall my dangers let meever mcet. 


The Charatter of Fiſitants. 


V Iſirants are men for the moſt part compoſed all 
of proteſting promiſes, and little or no perfor- 
mance z they are like your Almanacks, which when 
they prognoſticatefaire weather, 1t 5s amilhon toa 
mite if it mn not contrary : they are like the Ger- 
man clocks which ſeldomegoe right, their tongues 
run faſter than the clocke on Shrove-tueſday ; rhe 
piſling Conduit im Cheap-ſide,or an Iriſh mans paire 
of heeles when he runnes on a wager. T hey will tyre 
thy. cares more inan houre with their loud pro- 
teſtations, thana $ holler, Citizen, or Tailor will 
a hackny horfe in nalfe a dayes riding, bat in per- 
formance will be as ſlow as asa ſnaile in her pace,and 
when thy meſſenger comes tothem for money,then 
they will be ſure to have the Strangulion, or Chol- 
licke that they cannot ſpeake, andlooke as ruſtily 
onthy meſſenger, as a Lawyer will en his Clyent 
which ſuerh under forma pauperis,your letters as ac- 
C eptable 
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ceptable as water into a fhippe, the Kings privy 
ſeale ro an Ulturer, a Subpoena toa Country Gentle- 
man, or a'Catch pole amongſt the friendly ſociety of 
Gallanrs. 

They are like che rings and chaines bought at St. 
Marting,that weare faire for alittle rime, bur ſhortly 
after willprove Alchimy,or rather pure-Copper. 

Laſtly, they are like the apples which grow on the 
Bankes of Gomorreh,they have crimſon and beautiful 
rindes, but when they come togather them they 
crumble all toduſt. | 


Of entertainment in Priſon. 


AS ſoone as thoucommeſt before the gate of the 

Priſon, doe but thinke thou art entring into 
Hell, andit will extenuate ſomewhat of thy miſery, 
for thou ſhalt be ſure notonly to find hell, bur, fiends 
andugy monſters, which with continuall torments 
will atflit chee; for ar the gate there ſtands Cerberss, 
a man in ſhew,buta in nature, whoatthyen- 
trance will fawne upon thee, bidding thee welcome, 
in reſpetofthe golden cruſt which he muſt have caſt 
him, then he opens the doore with all gentlenes, 
ſhewing :thee the way to miſery isvery® ec, and 
being (once in, heſburs ir with ſuch fary, that ir 
makesthe foundation ſhake, and the doore and win- 
dowes ſobarricadoed , that a man ſo loſeth him- 
ſelfe with admiratfon, thathe can hardly finde the 
way out,and bea ſound man. Now for the moſt part 
your Porter is either ſome —_— Cittizen, = 

a 
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hath plaid Iack of all trades, ſomePander, Broker, or 
Hangman, that hath plaid the knave with all men, 
and tor the more certainty his Embleme is a red 
Beard, to which Sacke hath miade his Noſe couſin 
German. , 

Noſooner ſhall a man paſk. this fury,. but hee 1s 
conducted tolittle eaſe his chamber , where hee no- 
ſooner hathentred, but (hard uſage )his chamber- 
laine ſalutes him., and proteſts he hath-lodged thee 
with- as hone({ta man as himfelfe, when as in truth a 
paire of (heres cannot part the knave. betwixr them, . 
and proteſteth thou ſhalt have a cleane paire of 
ſheeres, and of the belt, whohaving no ſooner fin- 
gred thy coyne, but {ends thee a paire of ſheetes fit- 
ter for a. horſe thanaman, who havingplayd the 
Jadeſowith thee, then leaves thee. He noſaoner 
dep:rts,bat thred-beare and monilefſe thy chamber- 
felloves,, come upon; thee fora Garniſh , which 1f 
thaudeny them;or haſtaoingney,thenExirdoake 
from. thy{houlders, -and enter two dourzen of pots, 
and one douſen of pipes;; -this is the pillow which - 
ſhall be given, thee $9iikepe ap :the firfttnighr : now 
thoy muſt be @litebinoemorattg; - orcHeperad- 
venturethow wiltthmke thy fetfemor welcome. 

:.Jv the morning at thy nprifmg; (Petrhearbe) rhe 
Garger appearesinhis-likenefſe, ard} ewill have 
ungatntumanreum; tor thenarrow path thouhaſt to 
walkeim 1 1, 0TH + Lol } ol 

- Then ro whet on thy ſtomack to:dinner comes. 
(emt-thraat ) the Steward for his crowne., who pro- 
teeth nmch kindneſſe he will ſkew: rhee ; for thou 

haſt 
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haſt bound him with thy courteſie to couſen thee 
not onely in thy meate but money. 

Next after this comes ( Miſtreſſe Mutron: chops,) 
the head Cooke, who preteſterh rhou ſhalt com- 
mand her, whohaving no ſooner greaſed her fingers 
with thy filver,bur ever after the will havea hand in 
thy diſh, doe what thou canſt to preventit ; {o cn 
all ſides the blood of thy purie muſt be powred onr 
ro maintaine ſuch mercileſſe blood-hounds ; and 
continnall purſe-leaches. 

Theſe furies,as they have divers ſhapes, ſo have 
they ſeverall kinds of tempration , for after thou 
haſt beene ſome fortnight in priſon, they will come 
ro thee tocheerethee, leſt thorn ſhouldſt adde me- 
lancholy ro diſcontentment, and will tell thee they 
wiſh thee well,and thou ſhalt command them, and 
in their opinion the fight of the ſtreet will much con- 
rent thee, and they will atrend thee to the Taverne 
within the rule, where*thou niaſt quench their 
thirſt with Sacke, and whats got ofthee is well gor 
being obtained by rule ; for he that lives by rule,can- 
noterre, 

Suppoſe thon ether perceiveſttheſe things by o- 
thers., orby thy owne experience, and fo refuſe this 
profered courteſic of theirs, purchaſed for their plea- 
ſures atrhy owne coſt: then if at any time nponjuſt 
occaſion thou defireſt it,thou muſt give them a cup 
of aurum potabile, orclie expetnot the leaſt favour 
or (malle{t courtefie, for no penny,no Pater-noſters 
no gold,do friendſhip. 

If thou continually be offered injuries,beare them 

E 2 patiently, 
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patiently, or elſe thou ſhalt be laydinIrons for fati(- 
faction. 

If they pereeive thouart lik& tocontinue,and. haſt 
good meanes,thou ſhalt want nocontent that priſon 
can yeeld,but every dram of content will coſt thee a 
poundof ſilver. 

When they heare thouart upon diſcharge, then 
wall they be very forry, and makeall the beſt meanes 
that poſſible they can to detaine thee;bur if there be 
no remedy, but thou maſt needes depart, then what. 
with their three halfe pence a pound tor Aftion mo- 
ney, and three inthe pound for Execution;they wil 
makeſuch a large bill;which will be more unconſci- 
onable thana Tay!ors,for he will abate of the Sum 
zpatotalis, batinthis here is-nothing to bee abated, 
all their ſpeech IP/egem pore; or cle with their ill cu- 
ſtome they will deraine thee, fer thy denyall is an ex- 
ecution without tryall by law , for notwithſtanding 
that amongſt juſt men, malus uſns' abolendus eſt, 
here conſervendas & preſervandus, and (o the en+ 
trance into priſon ,, the continuance in priſon, and 
the diſcharge out of priſon, will bee nothing bur: 
racking the heart-ſtriags ofpoore priſoners, and ex- 
hauſting the ſubſtance of rhe diſtreſſed, whatſoever 
their wants be,holding it for a maxime,that Summa, 
1ninria oft ſummuns 15. 
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Of Keegers which goe «breed with Priſoners. 


FJAilt thou a deſire to goe abroad, thy C1rgos 
which attends thee , will be more chargeable, \ my, eu 
than the Lord Majors gally foyſt on Simes and Iudes 7; auch 
day, ora Citizens with ro her husband when ſtraw- 
berries and Cherries are fir{t cryed in the ſtreeres,and 
will conſume thee, if thou forbeare nor ; thou maiſt 
betrer cheape ride on thy foot-cloth, than go abroad 
with thy Keeper. 

If thou walke(t abroad with thy Keeper uſe him 
fricndly,but Sr reſpectively;{o manage him,that he 
{hall rather thinke himſelfe beholding to thee, than 
thou tohim;forhowlſloever he faunes upon thee with 
complements, ſtanding bare with officious atten- 
dance; yet krow,he ſexves 1n his place but as the dog 
the Butcherzhe is tghee as a cur roa drove of beaſts, 
ifthou goeſt on quyetly(beit tothy ſlaughter among 
griping Cirizens,andcruell Creditors to worke thy 
| owne freedome)he waits gently, and brings thee to 
the doore,but if thou once offer toſtray hee worries 
thee. | Wo 

Remember his eye ſhoores at two whites;thy per- 
| ſonand thy purſe, the one is toguard rhee, the other 
to feed him thou art compelled toprorett thy Car- 
kaſe under his ſhelter , as aſheep ina terrible ſtorme 
under a brier,and be ſure thy ſtanding there is rohave. 
ſome of thy wool] torne off. 


E 2 The 
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The Charaiter of Keepers. 


Y our Keepers moſt commonly. are inſinuating 
knayes,. and mercinary raicalls, wearing their 


- -» Maſters livgry,bur their owne badge, which is ſlave: 


in tall proportion they look like the picture ofenyy, 
- with their hands .continually diving into poore pri- 
ſoners pockets,with their heads uncovered, (til! pro- 
fering courtelres, when their harts make anſwer what 
kindneſſe they doe is (ow tibi ſed pecunie) they moſt 
commonly feede well to their maſters credit,but the 
tablerscharge. Now if any take exception of the 
badge knave which Ihavegiventhem, as the old 
proverbe1s, toucha gald horſe and he will kicke. I 
will maintaine what I ſay out of their owne authors, 
abird of their own neſt, yet nor altogether {© ill, who 
faidrome that he was weary of his {laviſh life, in re- 
fp<the muſtbeknave inhis place ; who ſaid, ifhe 
were true to his maſter , he muſt be knave to priſo- 


ners ; if true topriſoners, knave tohis maſter. Sobe . 


he honeſt in his yocation,or diſhoneſt, he muſt bee 
ſtill knave ; for mala mens,malus enimas. 

Thereare aboundance of theſe ſnakes' which lye 
lurking in this place, whoſe chiefeſt felicity is totalke 
of ſo many new priſoners which arecommitted,and 
are ready to faint iftheyburheare of releaſe, and all 
the dogges at Paris-garden keep not ſuch a bawling 
as theſe curresevery mO_ny inthe Terme, togoe 

-abroad with poore priſoners by rule, onely to prey 
and ſeiz upon their coyne, and they will not abate 
one 
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one of their extortion, though the poore 
vriſoner faſt a week with bread and water, And they 
rejoyce more fora Sabeas corpmrin the vacation, than 
the hnsbandman for a plenntull harveſt,or the Mer- 
chant for the fafe landing ofhis Ship. 
Fot money they:will doeanything,be it never (0 
il; ſo cheteby they may purchaſe coyne «: holdingir 
a mexime,thariver is well gorten, if by any'meanes 
obtained, and to ule cruelty to Priſoners is policy 
and wiſedome ; becaufe now is the rime ornever; 
for being once infranchiſed, [they will beas' wary to: 
come in"againe,-asthebird which hath eſcaped the' 


Foulers net. * 


'Effayes and mana 7 Laylors and heepers of ' 
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"TP Hole are diverſs, 'butnor coxtraris, they are. al 
one mmature,in place one]ythey difter, (xomine 
ravdins) che Keeperisths yaor;bbdy; art{bulke'&6f 
the rree,the failors are burbranches;ſomeT!ip off by 
loffe of a Priſoner, by being grvenrtodrunkennes ' or 
whoring:, (adjunets mſeperable:rothemy:or by any 
other debauchednefſe., at the pleafirye oftheiy:com- 
mander. / | AL? 

The maſter ofa priſon is the: primans mobile, in 
that. everlaſting motion, '( a Jaye) and thoſe key- 
rurnersand (treer-walkers,arethe petty andinecefia- 
ry {laviſh wheetes', which rannelike horſesin Mills: 
continnlly ; by day with their teete, quicke' eyes. 
and obſerving faces ,. by night with their feares, 

is that 
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_ the doore ſhould flze open, and priſoners e- 
Cape. 

Many men, (borne well, of gentle blood,andex- 
traordinary education) forſake the calmes of their 
owne happy fortunes, toarive on theſe quick-ſanded 
ſhotes, and either by ſtrength ofpurſe, or freegift of 
-grearperfons,have ſuch places of command confer. 
red -_- them, ( Iſpeake here of the better ſort, 
whichare the Maſters) yet I know not whether the 
perverſe unrulineſſe of priſoners, with whom they are 
to wraſtle,or whether the fats of ſuch ſtar=croſt hou- 
ſes, or what other maleyolant afpect ſtickes upon 
chem, I know notI ſay, whether one of theſe ſmgle, 
.or al of them together,alter ſoft & noble inclinations 
into-crnelland crooked ones 3; . neither is my com- 
plaint or condemnationofthem generall, for I know 
ſome of this File, may, and doe march in the rankes 
of _—_ worthy , = w x5 — tO- 
wards thoſe poore eunder their charge. 

But for the ſcowddorr, which __ are Jaylors 
indeed, they are commonly eyther baſe tradelmen 
thathave broken, and by little money pared off from 
other mens goods, buy ſuch offices ; elſe are they lazy 
Serving-men , who being weary of carrying the 
Cloak-bagge, thinke ir a brave life tocome and 
——_ as good, and ſometimes betxer men than 
their Maſters, within the ſtinking precinds of a pri- 
ſon : or take the beſt choyce youcan, theyare but 
out-worne ſoldiers;but indeed for the moſt partthe 
very off-ſcum of the raſcall multitude, as Cabbage- 
carriers, Decoyes, Bum-bayliffes , diſgraced Purſe- 

vants, 
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vants, Botchers, Chandlers, -and a rabble of ſuch 
ſtinkardly companions, with whomno man of any 
reaſonable faſhion, but would ſcorne to converſe; 
bur intheſe infortunate cave; of miſery, where pri- 
ſoners are tyedup like dogges, and theſe are the 
Beare-wards,that hold no life {weeter;than ro inſult 
over their betrters. 

Theſe are Nzobes, children turned into ſtones;theſe 
are double rongu'd monſters, who fawne upon priſo- 
ners with flattering ſpeeches, and behind their backs 
cut their throats to their maſter. | 

Nay, theſe turne<coats-take off the very top of 
their maſters gentle diſpoſition;and when they heare 
him promiſe to a Gentleman any favour of going 
abroad,or ſpeaking toa Creditor in his behalfe, one 
of theſe Furies ( bearing ſome ſecret ſpight) drawes 
blood of the priſoner, by poiſoning the maſters good 
intention, 1ſo thathee croſling over the water, or 
walking ſcarce to the Crofſe in Cheape from the 
Comprer, or from the Fleet ſo farre as to one of the 
Cooks Shops inthe Lane,there drownes the yow of 
any promiſe. 

ow ſuch opinion puts he in theſe flattering Spa- 
niels, and infinuating peſants, that the baſeſt re- 
port and palpableſttye of them ſhall be ſooner cre- 
dited than any oath or conteſtation of the wor- 
thieſt Gentleman, making confrontion againſt 
rhem. | 

Porters in priſons have in theſe Cloſe fights terrible 
reeth,and are good Blood-hounds, or rather-merci- 
lefſe blood-ſuckers. 

F What- 
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Whatſvever they whiſper inthe maſters eareisto 
hin a Credo. 
 . _ Hinelllelachrime. _ | 
This is the gall which ſo many noble ſpiri ts being 
forced todrinke downe, doe ſo complaine again({ 
thecruelty oftheir Keepers, neither are their ty- 
rannies of one nature, buttheir whips have ſeverall 
knors.and knot a ſeverall fmarting: _ _ 
A Broker takes forty in thehundred,and is called 
unconſcionable divell for it, bur theſe men thinke 
they may (without danger torheir ſoules)wring fifty 
pounds per anna ( Out ofpriſoners afili&tions and 
utterly undone'ſtares)for onenaſty Chamber, hung 
with Cobweb-lawre for the greater grace, and haun- 
ted w1 thLiceand Rats for want of better company. 
, A Scriveneris reputed mercileſſe;n taking the for- 
feirure of: a bond ,-buir theſe men have with [udss, 
for thirty perice taken the forfeicnre ofa priſoners 
life, for the wafit of fo much:monyto diſcharge him, 
ſuffering himrodycin, priſon... 
Arich Farmeris eſteerhed moſt inhumane,, and 
no Chriſtian,ro take butrhe houſe or tenement over 
the head ofa poore tenant thenrefident init : bat 
theſe make it nothing to take divers lodgings from 
a Common Jayle, which belonged for the eaſe. and 
reliefe of divers poore priſoners, to convertthe to 
the Malters ſide, and the benefir redounding ro 
their owne purſes, which isat the: leaſt too pound 
=... 4... | 
Againe,are all thy Attionsdiftharged,and is there 
any hope that thou ſhalt. have any fortunes abroad, 
OT. 
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or that thou haſt good friends to maintaine thee in 
Priſon? be ſurethen that upon thy going cur thou 
ſhalt be putbacke, ( whenall fees are paid) though 
thy yery foore ſtand upon the threſhold, if knaves 
and Varlers,Clarkes and Catch-poles, can by trot- 
ting, upand downe toany man to whoth thou owelt 
moneys nd any ſpring tocatch thee inlike a Wood- 
cocke. 

And albeit thon artasfree from any debts, as 
when thou wertborne, yetrather than faile, Actions 
ſhall be ,entred upon thee ina name thou knoweſt 
not, never hadſt ro deale with, of neverheardeſt of: 
Great pitty that the reverend Judges of our Land 
havenot eyes telook through the very heart of ſach 
villanies,or arenot certified of the miſerable dealing, 
and cruell extortion continually offered ro Priſo- 
ners, toeale them, as theyare both ableand have 
ready hands topuniſh them. nb 

Shall I adde this one thing more, which Idoe with 
acompatible commiſſeration-of thoſe, who I know 
lyegroaning under it : Is thy Creditors heart ſoften- 
(SHO gEntTy » thathee hath compounded with thee 
for all n 
rakeleaye of thy Keeper, thou art thruſtbacke into 
a worſe priſon than before ya books of charges Jies 
open betore thee,and neither Vinteners nor Tailors 
bills are ſo terribleas the 7rems ofthe houſe, nor per= 
haps ſounconſcionable, beſides all unreaſonablenes 
rogive three pence in the pound for Execurion mo- 
ney, and rhree halfe pence for Aftion, which many 
timesariſe to as. much as eſe monthes "RE 

2 fer 


the money thou oweſt him , yet comming to : 
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Offer good mens bonds, offer lands, offer plate, 
offer any  paune whatſoever. . 
Ibis, red:bis nunquam in Bello peribis. 

Backe thou muſt goe, torhe place from whence 
thou art ſodefirons to come;and m that conflitt be- 
tweene thy owne wants,and thy Keepers cruelty, pe- 
riſh, unlefie thou payeſt the uttermoſt petiny : nei- 
ther the Janguage of intreaties, the.promiſes of 
friends, the reſpect ofany of the excellent parrs in 
thee, whatſoever they be, nor any other motive 

Pecwnia mri (DUE MONEY) Can prevaile in the wonderfull miracte 
poteſt, of thy liberty. | 


Of merciltſſe Taylors. 


E Nough is ſpoken of the Eſſay going before, 
yet roo much being too little, withofren incul- 
a into cares ſo ' deafe from being penetra- 

red. | 
A voycelowdas thunder, kad need toroare and 
toawaken them.One Venny more, and if chat hir;ſo, 
1 f nor, (but if their hearrs are nottobe pierced) I 
will ley downe the Bucklers,and ſuffer them ro take 
them up, yet fallbacke, fall edge; thus traverſe we 

onrground. | | 

Tlove to ſee a mother hugge herinfant, or a Fa- 
ther ſtreake his ſonne on the head,. theſe are bonds 
in nature, ſoſtrangely and ſtrongly ſealed, that ro 
infringe them viclates the very lawes of Heaven: 
bur when I lee man exerciſe wilful tiranny upon man, 
it is.aSif the ſtars ſhould in envy burne one another, 
to 
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toextinguiſh one anotherslight , and ſo confound 
that Spheare in malicious darknefſe. . 

Barbarous cruelty isa Belluine quality : Tygers, 
Panchers, Beares, and Bandogs, have it by natural! 
inclination; it is no ſhame for them, itis in them a 
baſeneſſe if they degenerate to mildnefſe, and loſe 
their courages : they have monthes, jawes, teeth, 
pawes, and limbes proportionable to their ſavage 
diſpoſition. | 

But man is borne weake gentle,unapt to doe hurr, 
unable to offer violence, and to fallfrom that good- 
neſſe,is to fall with the Angels zhow much then doe 
they derogate from their noble 'creation, who 
rurne the ſharpneſſe of their nayles, which God armes 
them with for their own beauty and defence,to draw 
blood. upon the boſomes of Chriſtians , made like 
themſelyes? Such are mercilefle inexorable Jaylors, 
(I exempt thoſe render-hearted ones, which I'never 
found other) but moſt cerraine fach may bee found 
within a ſmall compaſſe , who uſe and exerciſe all 
cruelty. © , 

Cruelty becomes them worſt of all men : a pri- 
ſoner 15a poore weather-bearen bird, who having 
loſt the fhoare, 1s driven by tempeſt rohang upon 
the ſailes and racklings of a priſon : the Jaylor is the 
Saylor,” andif hebeate Hebirdoff to finke her in 


the ſeas, when byclimbing up tothe maine top,. or 


prriaps by lifting up his hand, he may take it and 


end it heate from his warme boſome ; it is anargu- 


ment,thathis heart is made of the fame rocks, that 
lye in waitto deſtroy ſhips in the Ocean, 
F: 3  Pirry 
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Pitty is a god like propetty;buthardyeſſe ofheart, 
ſelfe-wild tyranny, curriſh dealing, and imperious 
domineering over men dejected,argue bafe,ignoble, 
cowardly,and diveliſhdiſpoſitions. 

Iris a Maxitmeizn.the Ghoale of yalonr, that no 
Coward canbe an honeſt man: what then are flint- 
breaſted Jaylors, who dare nor ſtrike but when they 
ſee menlieferteredar.their feete : ſodead Lions may 
be bitten and corne in _— with Curres,which be- 
fore durſtnor guetch tor terrour of their pawes ; ſo 
that been datbenks to that poverty of minde, as 
ro fathimſelte. by other mens miſeric, .canno longer 
write man, Myſanthropes,Man-hater, or rather CA#- 
thropophages,Man-eater. | 

ltremorcelefle keepers of Priſons z( for drawing 
now mine arrow ) beare witnefſe you who give 
ayme,that I ſhoote atnone, that if Marble-hearred 
Taylors were ſohapleſſc happy as tobe miſtaken,and 
;be made Kings, they,would in ſtead of Iron to , their 
; Grates, . have barres made of mens ribs, Death 
ſhould ſtand at doore for Porter, and the Divelleve- 
ry nightcome: gingling of keyes, and rapping at 
doores tolock men up. - | 

There be.ſome Jaylors which deales with a prifo- 
ner,asa Cat with a Mouſe, whileſhee is quick and 

. ſtrong ſeemes to play with her, androgiveher ſome 
liberty.bur being faint andweary,preſently deyonres 
| her. Sothe Jaylor, ; while the Brfoner hath any 
{trength of monies,friends,cloathes,or good pawns, 
ſemes ro favour andyecld him ſome freedome but 
theſe failing , theworſtulage 15 then thought too 
good forhim. The 
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The Brokerdſerh to reteive pawnes, but when he. 


hath the feathers helers the bird flye at liberty ; bur 
the Jaylor Wheti he hath beene plum'd with the pri- 
ſoners pawhes;deraines him for his laſt morſell. 

The differetice betwixt his enforced tenants and 
himſelfe, that they are Priſoners within doores,and 
he without doores ; they deſiring robe at liberty,he 
willingly loving this baſe ſervitude ;he isin Iron as 
well as they,and long nay be {o ;andro ſay rhe rrath, 
he is the longer and rhe worſe priſoner. 

Hee feedes very ſtrangely, for ſome ſay hee eates 
cloakes, hats, fhirts, beds, and bed-ſteds,brafſe , or 
no , or 'Gold Rings, Plare, and the like; 

ut 1fay heeis mn his dyet more greedy than Canni- 
bals, for they cate but ſome parts of a man, bur this 
devonres the wholtbody. 

The terine-peny, and- nine-peny Ordinaries 
fhonld never bee in the Fleet, Gate-houſe, or 
the two infernal Compters, for Hunger would 
lay the Cloth, and Famine ſhould play the 
leane 'fac'd 'Serving-man 'to 'take away the Tren- 
chers: 
 Neroes cruelty, inreſpect ofthe'e, would be coun- 
red the peaceable teigne of THuguſtus Ceſayr,the per- 
ſccurions 6f the Romane Emperours upon the Pri- 
'tmitiveChriſtrans, '\hould be: painted Tragedies to 
Teall Maffacres, - compared to the inhumane blocd- 
thirſty exerciſes which theſe Tyranrs would put pri- 
ſonersro, if theydrirſe doe, whit they have mindc 
'todoe. | 

ObjefF, It may'happily'be thought that I am 

t00 
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to0 bitter, and write untruths out of a malicious 
pe nne. FS 
Reaſ. Letthe world be judge : for when I ſee or 
heare that many noble,brave, and generous ſpirits, 
borne to great tortunes,well deſcended, of courages 
not to be baffled , bur by the arme of baſe forrune, 
and the inreſiſtable violence of Lawes fighting a- 
gain{t them for debts: when I fay,I fee ur heare that 
 1tuch Gentlemen, upon one after noGaes going a- 
broad, might free themſelves from bondage, and 
offer to goe pinnecnd, peradventure with leaſhes of 
Keepers,andgiving beſides proffered ſecurity of wor- 
thy triends;oaths, faichs,honours,and reputations of 
Gentlemen to come backe ſafe , when an inflexible 
Jaylor can with a word let them gce, yet ſpitefully 
{tops them : Oh miſery ! what ſhall I ſpeake of this, 
on whom complaine? Are there no- ſuch Keepers 
of Priſons in this Kingdome , then I doe none 
wrong. | | 
Bur Iwill give you the picture of one farre worſe, 
neither will I thereby infer all are fautty by one mans 
faulr, God forbid : but thus I beſtow himupon 
you. 
There was living within leſſe than ſeaven yeares 
paſt, in one of the petty pfiſons of this land, or not 
tarre from it, a Jaylor, who having ſome poore men 
under his cuſtody, lying for debts, and wanting all 
reliefe of friends, dwelling (as- charity does (till) 
many miles our of the way , was ſo -unmerciſull .to 
them, that they having bur little money, were glad 
ro buy of him the livers of bullocks, which he. 
begged 
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begged of Butchers for adogge that he kept, and to &, 
Pay a halfe penny for a quart © f water. Bur what be- 

came of this Monſter ? he vwenr oneevening in per- 

fethealch co bed, at midnig!:c {tarted uproaringand 

raving, and crying our, the chamber was all on fire, 

and the Divell at his bed (ide ca:ching at him,and ſo 

dyed indeſperation. His wite after his death, kee- 

ping the ſame Jayle, fell ſuddainly extream poore,and 

his children d- e at this houregoea begging, tor que- », ,,,;. yy 
lis vite,finisits. Never was rtheard that any hard tis nn peuder 
hearred |aylor did dyerich, or ifhe did, yet carſes 7! herer, 
followed him ro his grave, infamy fate over upon ir, 

his end was wretched, his wealth melred ro nothing, 

his family hath not proſpered, his wifeand poſterity 

have beene beggers, and he that exhauſteth a heap? 

of riches out of the blood of priſoners, hath Gods 

mercy drawne away from him : I write thisnor ro 

defame the good, but toreclaime the bad. 


Of the miſerable life iu Priſon. 


Obea ſlayertoa Turke 15not ſo much, becauſe 
heisa Turke, amonſter whoſe teeth are (tarp- 
ned of purpoſe, ( by divine ſufferance)) ro bite and 
draw bloog : a Buls pizle is as proper to his hand,as 
2 Turbant to his kead. 
Cruelry isa genuine quality, bur for a Chriftian 
to be {ſave toa Chriſtian, asa prifoner is to an inſul- 
ſulring Jaylor, 1s as repugnant tonat -**, as for an 


elder brother tocate {craps from a younger brothers 
rrencher. | 
| G The 
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q The bondage is doubled in the baſenefſſe of thoſe 

| petty inſolent rake-hells, under whom the priſoner 
with a patience perforce ſuffers. For he isa ſlave in 
theeye ofall treedome, fettered inthe lap of his mo- 
ther(his Countrey)and what miſery can bee greater 
than to ſeeſhore,and yer be caſt away. 

Toafree borne generous ſpirit, no Jewels ate 
halfe ſo precious as his native liberty, gold to that as 
durt,and albeit with a maſculine courage he endures 
t1e braves of peſants,when his body is confined,yer 
the nobility ofhis minde indures ſuch wounds, asa 
woman in labour doth her throwes, the ſtroakes of 
death areecaſie to her paſſons. Y 

Some cannot beleeve, that ſo baſe a creature * 
as a Bandog dare ſet upona Lyon, but freſh experi. 
rience reaches us the contrary, for that majeſticall 
Beaſt was not onely barked at,bur bicten inhis own 
Lodging(the Tower) not many yeares paſt : So 
when: thouart hurried through the ſtreetes, in thy 
thundering Caroch, all eyes upon thee, Foor: « 
men running by thee, thy body ghſtcring in Gold, 
thy mind ſwelling with pride, thy bagges full, thy 
attendants many zall men ſtanding bare before thee 
atthy bed and boord, how wouldſt thon take in 
{corne, 1t a wizzard{by rhe Almanacke of thy riots, 
poyntivg toanill fac'd Catchpole, Bayliffe,or Jaylor, 
as Ee paſſerh by thatpompe ) ſhould pre gnofticare 
and ſay, cne of yonder Maſtiffes will one day 
teare thee, when thon ſhalt not dare roſpurne 
him, wculdſt thou beleeve this > Wonldſt thou 
thinke ſo poore a ſnake durſt ever ſting thee? 


Bar 
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But when for heavy debts thou ſhalt be toſſed 
' frompenne topenne ; ( ofpleaders) intoa priſon, 
when having hardly winrered within that Gar- 
riſon of woe, thy face ſhall not_bee thine, but 
the picture of care and diſcontentwent, when 
though thou ſlumbreſt, thy griefe ſhall ſtill lye a+ 
wake, when thy Angels ſhall have their wings clipr, 
and thy iIkes be turned intocourſe freeſe, then thar 
Dogge whom thou ſcorned(t to have kept thy gate 
ſhall in thy very chamber ſnarle atthee .; thy bread 
by his kneading ſhall be full of gravell, and thou 
muſteate ir;thy drinkeby his bitternefſe turned into 
gall , yetthou muſt drinke it z thou ſhaltbedriven 
ro thy bed with as much loathing, as a wretch that 
'15tolye on a hurdle, and not ſuffered to riſeuntil his 
Iron hand plucke thee up. Sopent up wilt thou bee 
from ayre, that it ſhall almoſt make thee forget 
there is a Sunne in heaven : where is the edge of 
thy courage now ? how poorely is all thy former 
bravery attired? dares this Butchers Curre now 
faſten upon the Lyon? yes he ſhall : And there- 


fore 


Thus know hins : If thou like not his harſh note, 
He grumbles barkes.and ecne to bite thy throat. 

His heart (if he durſt do't) becauſe he has power, 

As Lyons are lock's up within the Tower : 

So here great ſpirits are forc't to abide the braves, 
Baſe checks. and [urly lookes of eroomes and knaves. 
Priſoners ts Iaylors uſe that wretched trade 


Of common fidlers ; each one dare wybraid, 
G2 Ana 
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dndcall them baſe what ever griefe or wrongs 


Lye at their bearts.they muſt chant merry ſongs, 

Like birds in Cages ,and are glad to fing 

Sweet tunes t0 5boſe,who them to thraldome bring. 

Who goe at freedome at theſe hels may gheſſe, 

None know them right but they whoſe ſoules they preſſe. 


A Locker up at Nights. 


IS an 1gnis fatwns, ( or fire-Drake ) that glides from 
Roome to Roomegand frights every priſoner up- 


en whom heſheds his light ; if he prayes well, he 


» Two and, 
ewenty fhul+ 


hogs. 


cannor bur bee a good Chriſtian, for heis ſure to 
watch, 

He might be a ſouldier by his walking the round, 
but that the poore rafcel! ſeldome or never goes 
with a* piece about him, hiscloathes and hee are 
of one threed-bare waring, and very hardly geta 
nap. 

- IA his cares are boxt for theglibnefſe of 
his rongue,and though every nightnothing be given 
him,yert he 1s ſure to catch cold. 

The Varleris a ranke begger, yet many coxcombs 
thinke hee hath muck in his keeping, becauſe he is 
{til locking up : the B<!-man ofthe City'and he have 
almoſt offices alike, yer hereinthey differ,thar the 
Bel-man hath his dog foll wing him, bur this night- 
walker growes into tt:c habite ofa dog by hiscur- 


. riſhneſfſe. 


Amwoble 
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A noble under landing Priſoner. 


] a Booke ſo rruely printed, that forrune( with all 

her miſtakings) cannot finde 1n him any Errata. He 
comes to priſon as a great ſhippe in a ſtorme to 
ſhore}, ſhewing more noble Emblemes of conſtant 
ſuffering, than the ſeas could ſticke uponir of their 
tiranny. 

He beholds TJay!lors.as a valiant ſouldier looks uv 
on his wounds, which(how dangerous ſoever) yet he 
{miles upon his Chyrurgion,and will endure dreſſing 
with an undaunted countenance, becauſe he knowes 
it 15to ferch hifn off from danger. 

No Jacobs (tate can take rhe height ofa ſtarre ſa 
rrucly , as his reſolution canboth of his owne mi- 
ſery,and his keepers cruelty : which albeirthey move 
inone Spheare,yet their motions are contrary ; for 
the one turnes ſtill to his owne goodnefſe,and the o- 
ther to his Maſters guilt and confuſjon. 

He is the Oyle which fwimmes on the top of af- 
fliction with courage,and cleerenefſe, that part which 
15s downwards, ſhines as brightly as that above, and 
no turbulence can make irſinke tothe bottome. Of 
all Geometricall figures, acircle is the moſt perfe&, 
and'the hardeſt propoſition is to bring it into « 
ſquare, for ſome ſmall fraftion muſt be (till left out: 
ſoit fares with this mans dimenſions, addition 
makes him imperfe&,and tocaſt off any thing leaves . 
himlame.Ovids Verſe and hearcone and the ſame, 


word nor fillable are too much , nor too little : In 
G 3 briefe, 
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briefe, he can(with Judgement)know when robear 
a ſaucy Jaylor,and when to have him fawnand make 
a ſhillings-worth of legs. | 


HI" EE 


Obſervations of « Priſos. 


I. JH deereſt meat in Priſon is a Tablers cheeſe, 
and his firſt welcome. 

2. The cheapeſt drinkes are Garniſhes, on pottle 
of chat is worth ten which you ſhall pay for in any 
Taverneabout London: bur itis farre more pleaſant 
todrinke his part of ten in a Taverne. 

3. He that comes freſh into priſon, if hee flye 
into the parlour for victuals,is called a Woodcocke, 
ifnort thither, but at randome, than a Snipe;how- 
ſoeyer you terme them, bur are ſure tobe caught, and 
co put all into one cage z the Woed-cocke enely is 
now and then alittle finelier trimmed up with green 
boughes, and reaſon, for the inferiour petty Jaylors 
hold him tobe the better meate,and therefore never 
leave feeding npon him,untill they have picke him 
co the very bones. 

4- Inpriſons, Gentlemen, and burſten Citizens 
meetas uponthe Exchange, bur the newes of both 
are not alike ; for the gentleman ſhall be ſure to heare 
ofnothing but of wracks,but the poloticke cheating 
Bankrupt heares (till that his ſhip comes home with 
rich lading ; this is his fafeſtlanding place. 

5. Fat mutton-chops out of the Kitchin , make 


leane - 
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leaneCommons in a priſoners chamber. 

6. You ſhall ſcee ſome in a chamber, who having 
ſcarce cloaths ro cover them with, yer fingring good 
ſtore of money ; the pottle por ſhall never ceaſe fil- 
ling, antill the hogs-head of their lilver be cleane 
empried,albe they waſh cheir dry mouths a fortnight 
after with ſmall beere. Such fellowes are like ſome 
ſcurvy players, whoſe ambition is toplay thegreateſt 
parts, yet performing them i!l fayouredly , are hiſt 
at for their labour. 

7. Anaſty ſtinging lodging ina Jayle, is ſivceter 
land thanany garden houſe about Bun- hill. 

8. A Tobaccoſhop and a Bawdy houſe, are in the 
$kirts of the Suburbs counted Inmates,but in a pri- 
ſor-the tenare 1sall one. 

9. Apriſon 15nothing elſe but a great Al--houf, 
for every chamber is nothing elſe buta continuall 
drinking roome. 

10. 4ddamwasdriven out of Eden fot eating of a 
pooreapple, and a priſoner for want of fixe pence 
{hall be kept our of che Garden:Every Cerberws mult 
have his ſop. | 

11. The Porters lodge is @ Martins neſt,a knave 
Porters favour is bought as men ſell deale bords, 
( by the foote ) ſoof himfor a fixe penny bribe 
thou ſhalthave an inch of liberty, meaſured out by 
the Rule. 

12. Itis flowing water in a priſon, when there is 
no roome1in the Celler for a man rodrinkea Cup of 
Beere in zebbing water when 1ohn Batty ſits nodding 


for want of company. 
12. It 


/# 
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T3. Itis full ſea wtenthree menare forced to lye 
tkrultingin-cue bed. 

 14-A.ſnorting bed-fellow,is that great Organ pipe, 
whoſe baſe ſound iers all the Quire a.roariny, 

15? The caficſt commodities robe taken upin 4 
Priſon are ſmocks,bur truſt no man with a thirc, no 
chough he bas Kaight cf Males, S. 1ag0,Sants Crag, 
or the Sepulcher, though he tteale hu> band of renne 
thouſand D amemees. 

16. Many fine Rings are tobe hadin a Priſon, rhe 
mertral of them is right Touch,bur molt of the ſtones 

are counterfeit, | 

17. TheSunevery yeare paſſeth through the 12. 
S1gnesin the Zodiack , and the ſame (ignes ſerve as 
twelve honſes belonging to apriſon, 


#1. The Signe15 in Aries, whena Country Ram, 
and a City Goat meer ful But in a Priſon upon 
going to Law one goares another. 

2.In Taurus, when the poore debtor is toſſed 

{ upon the homs ofhis adverſaries malice;from 

| the Countrey Jayle to London, firſt ro the 
Kings Bench, andthen tothe Fleer. 

2-In Gewini,when halfe che priſon are drunke 
in couples, this is a hot Signe. 

4-In Cancer, when aprifoner ſcorning to greaſe 

the groomePorter with oyle of filver, requeſts 

{ tocome into the Lodge , or walke into the 

Rule,but is forced (with a Cancers: imitere)to 

{ gocbackward. 

| 3. InZeo,when there 1$a mutiny inthe houſe, 


breaking | 


| breaking open locks, S battering down doors, 
6.In Firgo when a pretty wench comes tv have 


1 her Action entred in a cloſechamber. 


7. In Z:ibre,when the ſhaving Jaylor, and ſhar- 
king Creditor equally fleece the Prifoner,and 

| turne him out like a new ſhorne ſheepe. 

8. In Scorpio,when beds arelonlie. 

9. In Sagiteriss,when a Tabler eating roo dee 

| 1nto ſcore,is thot from full platters, and feeds 

; ontwo-penny chops and pottage. , 

10.InCapricoryus, whena priſoners wife ta- 
king hold on times fore-locke, gives hec hus- 
band a Bugle hat-band. 


I1.In Aqserius,whena Priſoner athis firſt com- 


ming into priſon, gives {1xepence for an 
earthen piſſe-por. 
12.InPiſces, when he paies cight pence in the 


C Kirchin for dreſling a groats worth of fiſh. 


18.Sure they areno Aldermen thatlye in priſon, for 
if you ſee foureſcore of them in one houſe, threeſcore 
andeighteene of thoſe have givenup their Cloaks. 
19. Amfterdem and a Jayle arepeopled alike, Re- 
Iigion in both places goeantickly attired, for here 
whilſt ſome are buſe at Sermon , othersare as bufie 
at theirhalfe Cans;one man firs bare-headed to heare 
Service, -and the very next to him with his hat on 
ſtirching ofBodies; one man with his SpeQtacles on, 
reading the firſt Lefſon,another hard by him ſtiching 
on the upper ſoles of a paire of ſhooes. 


29. Priſoners inthe Kings Bench common Jayle, 


arc 
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mY 44 48 Olſeryations of a Priſon. 
- Si of areable todoe. good ſervice both bySea and Land; 
_— rr «! for ſome have Cabins,but moſt ofthe keep horſes. 
** 21. TheKings Guard are counted the {trongeſt 
Archers ; bur here are better ſuitors, 
22. A Whore entring info priſon isa Hony-por, 
abour the which all the Flies come buzzingzas Crows 


roa Carrion. | GAG) 
23. The Leaſe of every priſonis forfeited, ifevery 
prifoner goe ſober tobed. 


24 Some are of opinion,that Engliſh priſons lock 
- upnone butEngliſhmen ;, but L ſay they are all Hun- 
garians. 
25.Execution ofthe law,is a ſatisfa&1on to the law, 
all men theretore in execution have paid their debrs. 
26. They that being art liberty were ever held 
to ſpeake truth,are in a priſon horribleliers. 
27.Men ſtudy no gameat Cards ſo much in priſon 
as Maw... 
28, To borrow money 1s called ſtriking , bur the 
blow can hardly or neverbe recoyered.. - 
29. . Every. priſoneris a Piece, andno marvaile ir 
he breakes, being ſo greatly charged. 
30.A Jaylor has adiveliſh ſtomack, for.he eats men, 
31.Srow your own comtry-man,& writer of Chre- 
nicles cannot be beleeved by many,touching the rc- 
motion of Lands by Earth-quakes, and yet to con- 
firme him,goe but tro the Kings Bench , and-it is 
wonder if you find not Hockley inthe Hole, about the 
houſe, which yee all know was planted farther off; 
fame 1s as windy as any of the 4 quarters which trum= 
petting his judgement in government abroad hath 
GIN. 


Upſervations of a Friſon, 49 
commanded his aſſiſtance to this place; ſouldiers are 

ſomething more exorbitant than priſoners,and fince 
he knew how to menace them,doubt not buthe will 

quickly learne ro manage us. This is the greateſt un- 

likely-hood, yet here it 1s ratified; What elſe ye ſhall 

heare,both rouching the place, the perſons,and their 

hangers on, hang me if the tryall make younot ſay, 

report hath beene too ſparing.. I wiſh to every man 

faith to beleeve all this ; bur deliverance from taſting 
of the leaſt part rhat others ſuffer, 


FINTS. 


